HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY?

JUNE 29, 1972
JULY 2, 1976

June 29, 2006: The 34th anniversary of
the 1972 FURMAN v. GEORGIA decision,
in which the U.S. Supreme Court found the death
penalty to be applied in an "arbitrary and
capricious manner." Over 600 prisoners had
their death sentences reduced to life
imprisonment, and all states were forced to
rewrite their death penalty laws.

July 2, 2006: The 3o0th anniversary of the
1976 GREGG v. GEORGIA decision, which
allowed executions to resume in the United
States. The four days between these two historic
anniversaries provide a natural opportunity for
an annual demonstration of conscience against
judicially-sanctioned, state-sponsored killing.

For these four days, activists from around the
nation and the world join in solidarity those who
come to Washington for "Starvin' for Justice,"
the annual "Fast-and-Vigil" in front of the U.S.
Supreme Court. We protest the injustice of the
death penalty while educating the public about
the need for better public policy.

But murder victim families
want the death penalty, don't
they?

Two of the founders of
the AAC's Annual
Fast & Vigil are, in
fact, murder victim
family members who
reject the  death
penalty. Stop back by
and meet Bill Pelke,
whose grandmother
was murdered by four
teenage girls, one of
whom became the youngest female on death row in
the United States. Or talk to Marietta Jeager-Lane,
whose daughter was murdered. Other family
members of murder victims, as well as death row
family members and death row survivors are with
us at this event. As two of the three initiators of the
Annual Fast & Vigil, along with Rick Halperin, Bill
and Marietta welcome you!

The AAC thanks everyone who has made this event
possible, including the following sponsoring
organizations and individuals:

ActiveMusic.org Mirror Image, Inc
Alaskans Against the Death Penalty Ellen V. Moore
Amnesty International Group 213 (Raleigh, NC) Martha Mortenson

"l feel morally and intellectually
obligated to simply concede that the
death penalty experiment has failed...

...From this day forward, I no longer
shall tinker with the machinery of
death.”

Supreme Court Justice
Harry A. Blackmun,
February 22, 1994

Until this time, Blackmun was a
supporter of the death penalty. He
spent more than 20 years trying to
make it work. He couldn't. Do you
know enough about the practice of the
death penalty to decide whether or not
you support it? See inside!

Amnesty International USA
Mid-Atlantic Regional Of ce
Amnesty International USA Program
to Abolish the Death Penalty
Adela Beckerman
Abraham J. Bonowitz & W. Elizabeth Wood
Brevard (NC) Abolitionists
Campaign to End the Death Penalty - Baltimore
Campaign to End the Death Penalty
Canadian Abolition Project
Catholics Against Capital Punishment
Citizens United for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants
Computer Partners
Connecticut Network to Abolish the Death Penalty
Death Penalty Focus
Directional Graphics
Dorothy Day Catholic Worker House
Equal Justice USA
Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice
Florida Death Row Advocacy Group
Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
Gainesville Catholic Worker
Gainesville Citizens for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty
Gray Panthers
Susan Gries
Jonathan Groner & Cathy Levine
Interfaith Coalition to Stop Executions
Journey Ambassador, Inc.

Journey of Hope ...From Violence to Healing, Inc.
Beverley Keefe
Kehilla Community Synagogue
Bob & Marietta (Jeager) Lane
Leadership Conference of Women Religious
Lifespark (A Swiss death row support group)
Lutheran Church of the Reformation
Eve Malo
Marianist Social Justice Collaborative
Lucille Martin
Maryland Citizens Against State Executions
Richard C. Massey
Dick & Eileen Melia
Metanoia Community, Orangedale, Florida.
Carolyn Metzler
Delia Perez Meyer OBO Louis Castro Perez
Minnesotans Against the Death Penalty

Murder Victim s Families for Human Rights
Murder Victims Families for Reconciliation
National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA
New Jerseyans for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty
Katie Nichols
Barbara Nicholson
Lysa Nistico in memory of Mark B. Nistico
Ohioans to STOP Executions
Liz Olsson
Open Door Community
Guy Ottewell
Richard Parker
Pax Christi - Baltimore
Pax Christi - NOVA
Pax Christi - Pentagon Area
Pax Christi USA
Pennsylvania Abolitionists United
Against the Death Penalty
People of Faith Against the Death Penalty
June & Lorry Post
ProtestISPatriotic.org
Raleigh Catholic Worker -

Nazareth House of Hospitality
Joanne Schwarz
Sinsinawa Dominicans
Restorative Justice Committee
Amy Jo Smith
The Sppencer Group
Congregation of St. Agnes
Scott Taylor
Tennessee Coalition to Abolish State Killing
Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty
Texas Moratorium Network
Texas Students Against the Death Penalty
Unitarian Universalists for
Alternatives to the Death Penalty
United Church of Christ -

Justice and Witness Ministries
United Methodist Church General
Board of Church and Society
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
Vermonters Against the Death Penalty
Virginians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
Washington Peace Center
Witness to Innocence

LA PENA DE MUERTE
Es Racista
No es un impedimento contra la
violencia
Se dirige contra los pobres
Es mas costosa que la cadena
perpetua
No regresa la vida de las
victimas
Mata a inocentes
Ensefia al mundo la venganza
Es un abuso de los derechos
humanos

iRENUNCIALA!

WhY

WOULD ANYONE WANT
T0 GET RID OF

THE
DEATH
PENALTY?

Whether you are FOR or AGAINST the death
penalty - or still not sure - take the time to

learn about how the criminal justice system
actually works in the United States.

PLEASE JOIN US HERE AT THE
U.S. SUPREME COURT
STARTING AT 6:00PM EVERY
EVENING THIS WEEK (5:30pm
on Sunday) FOR SPECIAL
SPEAKERS WHO TALK FROM
EXPERIENCE....



GET THE FACTS, THEN DECIDE:

e NO DETERRENCE: Most death

e COST: It costs 2 to 6 times as
much to kill one person than to
incarcerate for life. (3.2 million
versus $750,000 in Florida). This cost
is weighted UP FRONT - in the initial
trial, not in the appeals process as so

penalty proponents concede that
executions do NOT deter others from
committing murder. In fact, studies
show that the murder rate increases
slightly after a highly publicized
execution. States without the death

many believe. Is this a good use of your
tax dollars?

e INNOCENCE: The U.S. Supreme Court
has ruled that it is constitutional to execute
an INNOCENT person - as long as they had a
"fair" trial (Herrera v Collins)! Consider that
over 123 wrongly convicted persons released
from death row so far since 1972 were ALL
considered to have received "fair" trials!
Should the government really be trusted with
the power to kill?

e RACISM: Shouldn't the "ultimate
penalty" be applied fairly, without regard to
race or class? It should, but it isn't. When
the race of the VICTIM is white, the
perpetrator of the crime is 4 to 11 times
MORE likely to receive a death sentence. In
McCleskey v. Kemp, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that racism in the legal system is
"inevitable,” and declined to do anything
about it. Think about that as you contemplate
the words carved into the front of the
building: "Equal Justice Under Law."

penalty consistently have lower murder rates -
as do countries throughout the world who
have abolished the death penalty.

e A POLITICIAN'S TOOL: Politicians
often brag that they are "tough on crime"
because they support the death penalty. This
is an effective sound bite, but it's not factual.
If they were truly tough on crime they'd use
your tax dollars to PREVENT crime - instead
of to punish after the fact. OVER 94% of all
criminal justice dollars are spent AFTER a
crime has been committed. How much does
that leave for programs which address the
root causes of violent crime -- in other words,
prevention? NOT MUCH!

e PUBLIC OPINION: Surveys
consistently show that - when offered the
alternative of life without the possibility of
parole for a minimum of 25 years, plus
restitution for the victim's family - support for
the death penalty drops below 50%.

Among the Lowest of the Dead
David von Drehl

Dead Man Walking
Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ

The Death Penalty in America
Bedau and Radelet

WEBSITES:

www.ncadp.org
www.deathpenaltyinfo.org
www.journeyofhope.org
www.MVFR.org
www.moratoriumecampaign.org

For an expansive book and website listing,
visit www.CUADP.org or call
800-973-6548.

YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE, IF YOU...

e EDUCATE YOURSELF: See the suggested
readings and websites above. There is a wealth of
information via your local library or the internet.
Research the issue to see if what you believe about the
death penalty is actually true.

e TUSE YOUR CITIZENSHIP:

A] Ifyou are U.S. citizen, register to vote!

B] WRITE to elected officials and ask them to
consider alternatives to the death penalty.

C] VOTE for candidates who do not make support for
the death penalty a campaign issue.

D]  SUPPORT politicians (regardless of party
affiliation) who actively speak out for alternatives to
the death penalty.

® BE VISIBLE: Wear the message on a button or
a T-shirt! Put a bumper sticker on your car and in
your office. Plant seeds and spark conversations
about the death penalty. Be prepared to answer
questions about the death penalty. Visit
www.CUADP.org for currently available "Abolition-
Wear."

e ASK YOUR RELIGIOUS LEADER TO
ADDRESS THE ISSUE: Almost every organized
religion is opposed to the death penalty. Ask your

church or spiritual leader to address the issue from
the pulpit, and/or in other organized discussion
venues. Contact the Religious Organizing Project
at 215-241-7130 for literature on organizing.

® BOYCOTT!!!: Whenever possible, avoid
goods and services from states with the death
penalty and let politicians and business leaders
know why you took such action.

e INVITE A KNOWLEDGEABLE
SPEAKER TO ADDRESS YOUR FAVORITE
GROUP: Consider inspirational speakers on
various aspects of this complex issue. Murder
victim family members, death row survivors, and
other informed speakers are available to come to
your area. For more information call 800-973-
6548.

e JOIN A GROUP COMMITTED TO
WORKING FOR ALTERNATIVES TO THE
DEATH PENALTY: The Abolitionist Action
Committee encourages you to participate with
organizations in your area working for alternatives
to the death penalty. Contact CUADP at 800-973-
6548 to use its free referral service.

HOW CAN AMERICA STOP THE VIOLENCE?

Our nation has an addiction to violence: Can
anyone really deny this?

And the cold, hard fact is that after recognition,
the first step toward recovery from any addiction
is to STOP the destructive behavior. The people
of this great nation can stop the violence, but a
critical first step is for government at all levels to
stop Kkilling its own citizens. The United States
can and must do better than the death penalty.

Please get involved. Call 800-973-6548 to
receive free information, for free referral service
to local contacts where you live, and/or to make
a contribution to our efforts. Together we will
stop the cycle of violence.

The Abolitionist
Action
Committee

An ad-hoc group of individuals committed to
highly visible and effective public education
for alternatives to the death penalty through
nonviolent direct action.

AAC c¢/o CUADP
PMB 335
2603 NW 13t St (aka Dr. MLK Jr. Hwy)
Gaineville, FL 32609
Call toll-free: 800-973-6548
<www.ABOLITION.org>



