TEACH-IN & VIGIL
FOR DEATH PENALTY ABOLITION TOOLKIT

This Toolkit and Discussion Guide is provided by Death Penalty Action in conjunction with the upcoming
trial of 18 abolitionists arrested while working to stop executions, and in solidarity with the 24th Annual
Fast & Vigil to Abolish the Death Penalty at the United States Supreme Court. It serves as a compliment
to the Teach-in & Vigil for Death Penalty Abolition held at 4pm ETD on June 27th, 2017 with national
faith leaders, legal experts, and leaders in the abolition movement (livestreamed video can be found
on the @SojournersMagazine Facebook page). At a time when many Christians and others are reexamining their stance on the issue, this guide provides a framework for deeper conversations, prayer,
and action on the issue of capital punishment.
The death penalty is dying in the United States, but it is likely to get worse before it ends. Now is the
time to commit more deeply to the struggle to end executions. Thank you for your love, support and
action!

Quick Facts:
1.

Capital punishment is a flawed approach to criminal justice.
Since 1973, 159 innocent people have been exonerated and freed from death row due to flawed
evidence or testimony, or forced confessions. On average, it took more than 11 years after
sentencing for these people to be exonerated and 10 of the exonerations since 2013 occurred
30 or more years after the wrongful conviction. For every 10 defendants sentenced to the death
penalty, 1 is set free. Fewer than 30 of the 159 exonerations had DNA as a factor in their release.

2.

The death penalty is applied with significant racial bias.
Prosecutors seek the death penalty based less on the severity of crime and more on the
perceived value of the victims is specific cases. Since 1977, 1455 people have been executed in
the United States. Of defendants executed, 55.7% were White, 34.5% Black, and 8.2% Hispanic.
The real racism in the death penalty is more evident in the race of the victims in cases resulting
in an execution. Approximately 80% of the victims of those who have been executed were
white, yet more than half of all victims of murder are people of color. As of 2016, the race of
death row inmates was 42% Black, 42% White, 13% Hispanic, and 3% other. In Texas and
Louisiana, racial minorities make up over 70% of death row inmates.

3.

The death penalty does not effectively deter crime.
The South has consistently had the highest murder rate while accounting for 80% of the
country’s executions, while the Northeast has consistently had the lowest murder rate and
accounts for less than 1% of executions.

4.

Taxpayers in states that permit the death penalty incur a significant financial cost.
The cost to Maryland taxpayers for 30 years of the death penalty was $186 million, resulting in
5 executions. California has spent over $4 billion since 1978, while carrying out just 13
executions.

5.

The time to end capital punishment is long overdue.
Death sentences have declined by 75% since their peak in the mid-1990s. Since 2007, seven
states have abandoned the death penalty. In 2014 death sentences reached their lowest in 40
years with only 73 people sentenced to death. In 2013, public support for the death penalty
reached also reached its lowest in 40 years, with only 60% in favor.

*Information provided by the Death Penalty Information Center, https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/50-Facts.
Find additional discussion resources on multiple issues at EJUSA, http://ejusa.org/learn/toughquestions/.

Discuss:
1.

What stands out to you in the above facts about the death penalty? Does anything surprise you?

2.

In light of the many reasons why the death penalty is unjust, what purpose does it serve?

3.

How does faith inform an understanding of capital punishment? How about restoration,
community, and healing?

4.

What alternatives exist to the death penalty?

5.

Read 2-3 testimonies from the DC18. What do these stories stir in you?

Pray:

Act:

1.

For the victims of violent
crime and their loved ones.

1.

2.

For the inmates on death
row and their loved ones.

TODAY – Sign the petition asking Governor Tim
Kaine to commute the death sentence of William
Morva, who is scheduled to be executed July 6 in
Virginia, See attached flyer and click here:
https://www.change.org/p/mercy-for-morva

3.

For the DC18 Trial on June
28th, 2017.

2.

4.

For the first responders and
all
those
in
law
enforcement touched by
this violence, including
corrections officers &
executioners.

Join Starvin’ for Justice, the annual Fast & Vigil
to Abolish the Death Penalty, in Washington, DC
or in solidarity, June 29 to July 2, 2017.
Full details at Abolitionist Action Committee. Plan
now to join the 25th Annual Fast & Vigil to Abolish
the Death Penalty, June 29 to July 2, 2018.

3.

Invest in the work of Death Penalty Action.
Information on the Trial Support Fund and
supporting long term efforts available at
http://deathpenaltyaction.org/donate.

4.

Learn more:
The Death Penalty Information Center
Executinggrace.com

5.

Schedule speakers for your community of event.
Contact info@DeathPenaltyAction.org.

5.

For broken relationships,
for an end to all forms of
violence, and for the
abolition of the death
penalty.

DC18 Testimonies:
Forty years after the first execution under contemporary laws*, 18 anti-death penalty abolitionists were arrested
at the U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday, January 17th, 2017. The group unfurled a 30-foot-long banner that read
“STOP EXECUTIONS!” on the steps of the Court. The group included several murder victim family members, an
exonerated death row survivor, family members of the incarcerated, pastors and religious leaders, and national
leaders in the death penalty abolition movement. It was one of the largest acts of civil resistance against the
death penalty in modern history. All 18 abolitionists were held overnight in jail, and released by 6:00 pm the
following day after more than 30 hours in police custody. 12 of those arrested are going to trial in Washington,
DC on June 28, 2017. Below are testimonies from the ‘DC18’ on why they stood to bring an end to the death
penalty.
(* Gary Gilmore was executed Jan 17, 1977 in revenge for his murder of Max Jenson & Ben Bushnell)

Christians need to stand up and speak out against the death penalty. Across our nation, it is in states where a
high percentage of residents self-identify as Christians that state-sanctioned murder occurs most often. This
simply does not make sense. Not only is the death penalty racist; its finality as a form of punishment goes against
everything that Jesus ever taught. Instead of showing forgiveness and mercy, the death penalty deals out cruelty
and dehumanization. Instead of caring for the poor and the weak, the death penalty is most commonly levied
against those who are unable to hire a private attorney. Instead of saying, "Come to me and you shall have life,"
the death penalty says to people, "You are useless to our society; go now to your death." Because of these
reasons, I stand in solidarity with victims of the death penalty, both those who have personally stood on Death
Row for many years before their exoneration as well as those who have lost loved ones to the state; I stand with
them as a Christian who can tolerate the Evils of the death penalty no longer.
PETER ARMSTRONG, SOJOURNERS

The death penalty is a complete dishonoring of our creator who in my opinion never intended for anyone to pay
for a crime with their lives. It is racist and against all that being a Christian seeks to represent.
LEROY BARBER, THE VOICES PROJECT, KILN’S COLLEGE

Carved into the face of the US Supreme Court building are the words "EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW." This is what
our justice - er, strike that - our legal system aspires to, but it is a far-off dream at this point, and has never been
the truth of how the law fails us in this country. It is the dream of EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW that inspires me
to action. I acted to call attention to the deepest ongoing travesty of justice in our nation, and to stop it from
happening again. The myth that the punishment of death is reserved for the worst of the worst killers must be
exposed by the FACT that what matters more than the severity of the crime is money, race, politics and
especially geography. It is the county that you kill in that determines whether or not death is a possible
punishment more than any other factor. Only 16 of more than 3000 counties in this country sent 5 or more
people to death row between 2010 and 2015. This makes our system UNEQUAL in the application of its harshest
punishment, and violates the 8th Amendment prohibition of unusual punishment. Add in race, money, wrongful
convictions due to myriad factors, mental illness, etc. and the whole thing just stinks. 1443 executions had taken
place by January 17th, 2017, the 40th anniversary of the first execution. #1444 was set to take place in Virginia
on January 18th. I, with 17 others, acted to say enough is enough, and NOT ONE MORE.
ABRAHAM J. BONOWITZ, DEATH PENALTY ACTION CO-FOUNDER

I am a 'victim survivor'. I watched as my father was killed – he was stabbed 22 times and I was stabbed 5
times before we were both left for dead. My dad, the Rev. Billy Bosler and our family opposed the death penalty
when it was just a conversation, but after that we were called to live our beliefs and truly walk as Christians in
the footsteps of Jesus. I do not know of any human being worldwide who thinks is was OK for Jesus to get
crucified/executed.
I had to hire an attorney to help me – the victim – have our wishes respected by the court, and eventually I was
able to get our assailant off of death row and instead sentenced to imprisonment for the rest of his life. FOR LIFE.
James Bernard Campbell has the title "murderer", but if I were to help the government kill him I would be a
"murderer" too. I refuse to back up the government, to be barbaric, torturous, uncivilized and especially
hypocritical. 'Why kill people who kill people to show Americans that killing people is wrong."
As we, the 18 abolitionists, stood under the words on the face of the U.S. Supreme Court Building: "Equal Justice
Under Law," I was proud to be an American to vocalize both publicly and peacefully my opinion against the death
penalty. Yes, we did hold up a sign saying "Stop Executions!" on the steps of the United States Supreme Court. The
only way to make those words true would be to “Stop Executions!”
Those 'only' 30 hours in jail, were very profound for me. Prior to my own incarceration in hand cuffs, shackles, in
an overheated cell with cockroaches running all over the pace, I had only an inkling of what men and women on
death row, especially innocent people, experience every day in this country.
For me it’s simple: What Would Jesus Do?
SUEZANN BOSLER, JOURNEY OF HOPE …FROM VIOLENCE TO HEALING, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADV. BOARD

It is my conviction that people of faith and conscience have a moral obligation to resist oppression, violence, and
injustice. It's not enough to know about it, we must do something. The work of justice must be embodied and I
wanted to align my body with my beliefs and convictions. So, I joined 17 other death row activists and faith
leaders to risk arrest and call our nation to stop executions. Our peaceful protest and lament was met with harsh
consequences as we were arrested, chained, and detained for over 30 hours.
My experience in jail was more eye-opening and terrible than I anticipated, but it was a sobering glimpse into the
reality so many people in our country face daily. Actions like this are necessary to jolt ourselves and our nation
out of complacency and fill us with a greater sense of urgency to interrupt systems of death and injustice. After
seeing what our brothers and sisters must endure in our prison system and seeing the courage of activists, family
members of murder victims, and a death row exoneree, I am even more committed to fighting for an end to the
death penalty and mass incarceration.
SHAWN CASSELLBERRY, MISSION YEAR, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD

The death penalty is a masquerade of justice. It mirrors the very evil it seeks to rid the world of. It extends
trauma and creates more victims. We can honor the victims of violence without creating a whole new set of
victims through execution. I am honored to be one of the DC 18. We stand together, with families of the
murdered and families of the executed, to say NO to all killing, both legal and illegal. Violence is the disease, not
the cure.
We say that we are executing the “worst of the worst”, but too often we are executing the poorest of the poor,
and overwhelmingly people of color. The best determinant of who lives and dies is not the atrocity of the crime
but things like geography, the race of the victim, and the resources of the defendant.
It doesn’t take much courage to say slavery is wrong a generation after we’ve ended it. The same is true of the
death penalty. Let’s be on the right side of history. It’s time to make capital punishment history.
SHANE CLAIBORNE, RED LETTER CHRISTIANS, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD CHAIR

The death penalty is barbaric and should be abolished immediately. It is unfair, unjust, racist, classist, expensive
and does not deter crime. These days, we know it can even lead to the death of innocent people who never
actually committed a crime.
When we went to the Supreme Court in January, on the fortieth anniversary of the modern death penalty era,
we called upon the nation to reject the ancient “eye for eye” spirit of retaliation and abolish the death penalty.
If you care about ending racism, poverty, mass incarceration, police brutality and systemic violence, join our
campaign to abolition the death penalty across the country and work for a new culture of justice and
nonviolence. Let’s make history and throw the death penalty in the dustbin where it belongs.
REV. JOHN DEAR, CAMPAIGNNONVIOLENCE.ORG, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD

I was compelled to stand up and protest at the Supreme Court because people are being murdered in our
names by our own government. Ricky Gray was executed just a few hours after we were released from jail.
My little brother Ronnie Lee Gardner was the last person executed by firing squad in the United States. I don't
want anyone to go through what me and my family had to endure. I was recently diagnosed with Complex
PTSD because of State Sanctioned Murder. I have pictures to prove how horrific what they did to Ronnie was.
RANDY GARDNER, JOURNEY OF HOPE …FROM VIOLENCE TO HEALING

In light of the more than 1400 images of God erased by the state since the reinstatement of the Death Penalty
in the 1970s and in light of the eminent and legitimately contested Constitutionality of the execution of Ricky
Gray by a controversial drug cocktail used in his lethal injection, I joined the January 17 protest against the
death penalty. I stood I laid flowers on the stairs representing both murder victims and their perpetrators,
because my faith tells me all killing is sin—sin against the image of God and an affront to the authority of the
author of all Life. Given another opportunity, I would do it again.
In a democracy where the state acts on behalf of its citizens, it is imperative that citizens speak up when the
state sins in their name. This is particularly true in our nation where the death penalty is applied inequitably to
people of color and poor people and where DNA evidence has led to the exonerations of 20 people men and
women previously sentenced to die since 1989—that’s an exoneree every year and a half. In such a world, the
death penalty’s finality make’s it application an exercise in profound hubris.
LISA SHARON HARPER, SOJOURNERS, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD

I was arrested in Washington DC this past January while bringing attention to fact that innocent people have
been sent to death row and executed. I am the 119th exonerated death row survivor in the United States. I spent
20 years in prison for a crime I did not commit. I spent 17 of those 20 years on death row. Since 1999, the State
of Ohio has executed 53 people. I knew many of those people personally because they were my friends and
neighbors on death row. We did not need to kill them to be safe from them or to punish them for their actions.
I want to bring attention to the death penalty around the world. I am an abolitionist. I am fighting to stop the
death penalty. It is cruel and unusual punishment. It is a human rights violation. I want the world to know that
this can be stopped and it’s up to all of us to get involved.
DERRICK JAMISON, WITNESS TO INNOCENCE, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD

On the 40th anniversary of the resumption of executions, I acted to stop an imminent sanction state-sanctioned
murder and to call for the abolition of the death penalty. There's nothing "supreme" about a court, which is the
highest in the land, that sanctions killing. On the evening of January 18, shortly after we were released from jail
following our arrest, the State of Virginia executed Ricky Gray, following the U.S. Supreme Court's rejection of
Gray's final appeal for a stay of execution.
Twenty years ago, on January 17, 1997, I was among eighteen abolitionists arrested at the (un)Supreme court
for doing the exact same action of displaying a 30-foot-long banner saying "STOP EXECUTIONS!" Three of us
from that protest two decades ago were arrested again at this action.
When I was first invited to be part of that witness, I never thought I would be personally effected by the
unspeakable tragedy of murder. But two years later, I became a murder victim family member. On September
20, 1999, when my younger brother, Paul, was leaving the shelter in Hartford, CT where he had worked and
ministered for ten years, he was stabbed to death by Dennis Soutar, a mentally ill homeless man. Had Dennis
been found competent to stand trial and was convicted, he could have faced the death penalty. He is now serving
a 60 year sentence in a Connecticut prison hospital. During this action and my time in captivity, I remembered
and prayed for Dennis Soutar, for all murder victims and their families, for all the executed and their families,
for all those on death row and their families, and for an end to all killing.
It has been an honor to participate in these two actions with murder victim family members, a death row
exoneree, a family member of the executed, and other abolitionists. Why do this action yet again, 20 years
later? My faith in God, who commands us to love and not to kill, and the example of Jesus, who shows the world
how to live and die as he is being executed on the cross, compels me to nonviolently resist all state-sanctioned
killing. Thus, I believe that the best way to break the cycle of violence and killing in our culture is not through
retribution and revenge, but rather through mercy, compassion and love. The best way I know to honor my
brother is to work for the prevention of violence and not to replicate it.
ART LAFFIN, PAX CHRISTI USA

For me, the death penalty is perhaps the most stark example of our government's demoralizing, inhuman, unjust
treatment of people. It is a system that is an affront to human dignity, and has no place in modern society. I
believe that when the government violates the rights of human beings, it is our responsibility to act and to speak
out. I chose to make a statement at the Supreme Court on January 17 to let the powers know there is yet
another person willing to put their body on the line to oppose what is done in all our names. I grew up being
taught to love my enemies, and to seek a path of justice. Resisting executions in one way that I can manifest
that spirit. It is my hope that this symbolic action will be a part of this bigger movement to end executions once
and for all.
SCOTT LANGLEY, DEATH PENALTY ACTION CO-FOUNDER, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA

How can we who follow the one who came to set the captive free be so committed to captivity? How can we
who worship the One who gives us life, be so complicit with the death of those whom God has created? These
and many other questions resound in my mind as I serve God, God's church and the world in this age of terror
and violence. If it is indeed the case that God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that all should turn
and live, then I betray God, and my faithfulness to the call of the gospel to not stand against the racist and death
dealing institutions of the death penalty. I stood, and continue to stand with the Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty because it is immoral and it is one of many manifestations of a criminal injustice system that needs to
be dismantled and reconstituted. I encourage all who claim to love and follow Jesus to reconsider our call to be
peacemakers and reconcilers. Now more than ever, our public witness and our private worship risk becoming
altogether unintelligible to God and the world we are called to steward. God has no pleasure in the death of the
wicked...and neither should we!
REV. MICHAEL MCBRIDE, PICO NATIONAL NETWORK

The death penalty is a violent anachronism from the far-flung past and as long as we remain shackled to it, we
will never be able to move forward into a less violent future. It will continue to drag us backward to incite our
more brutish instincts. What the future holds, none of us can say, but I believe a future without capital
punishment offers the best chance of moving toward a more just and peaceful society. Sanding up against the
death penalty alongside mu like-minded compatriots and risking arrest at the Supreme Court was, for me, simple
an attempt to bring attention to this vital issue that most prefer not to think about. It was a small gesture, but
from small gestures sometimes great things come to pass. A woman once refused to give up her seat on a bus
and things have never been the same since. Our refusal to leave the steps of the Supreme Court may one day,
in conjunction with other efforts, lead to a similar change in society. Such is my most fervent wish.
THOMAS MUTHER, JR

I have met men who have been wrongly convicted and sentenced to death and I have met men who have
admitted to the crime for which they were convicted and sentenced to death. In all these situations, there is no
further justice brought about by the taking of their lives. Executing people does not bring restoration nor
healing, it only creates more victims. As a human being, a person of Christian faith, and as a pastor I am against
the taking of human life by the government of the United States of America. Our criminal justice system is unfair
and unjust in its use of executions at both the state and federal levels. On a person and moral level the taking
of a human life as an act of retribution is wrong and should cease immediately. As a follower of the life and
teaching of Jesus I see in his life the unjust and futile end that capital punishment brings. I am proud to be part
of the DC 18 who have made a stand to spread the message “stop executions.
DOUG PAGITT, SOLOMON’S PORCH

On the night of the 1,000th execution in our nation I spoke to those assembled outside the Raleigh, NC
Penitentiary which housed the death chamber. It was Dec 1, 2005, the anniversary of Rosa Park's refusing to
"move to the back of the bus." My words then were that "...on that date segregation ended for Ms. Parks." She
would no longer put up with the injustice of the denial of her civil rights. I noted that for me state sanctioned
murder was ending that night when I would be one of 17 people arrested for trying to stop the execution of
Kenneth Boyd.
I have lived in Virginia since 1984 which means I have legally protested some 111 executions which the
Commonwealth has carried out in my name. I went to the US Supreme Court on Jan 17th of 2017, not only to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the execution by firing squad of Gary Gilmore in 1977, but to stop the
execution of Ricky Javon Gray, a Virginia death row inmate who was to be put to death at 9:00 PM on Jan 18th,
the day after our witness. I had planned to be in front of the Greenville Correctional Institution in Jarratt, VA
where the death house is located that night but I wasn't released from jail until 6:00 PM that evening after some
30+ hours in detention and ended up joining a vigil in Alexandria to protest his murder.
I say "stop his execution" for I believe that it is my duty as a concerned citizen to take responsibility for what the
government does in my name. Part of that onus is to oppose "state sanctioned homicide" as Mr. Gray's Death
Certificate reads. It was in that spirit that I participated in the action on the steps of the US Supreme Court. The
United States is my home, my country right or wrong. I can support it when it does right but am required by
conscience to oppose it when it does wrong. Capital Punishment is murder and I will oppose it whenever it takes
place. The "buck stops at the Supreme Court" which has the final say as to whether an execution can proceed.
It is to the steps of the US Supreme Court that we should seek redress and continue to protest killing in the
name of the People of these United States.
JACK PAYDEN-TRAVERS, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD

Murder befell my pregnant mother one night in July. The state of Ohio subsequently prosecuted my innocent
father for the crime (“The State Asks Death for Dr Sam”). At the age of seven I blamed myself and began to
imagine and dream of my father, and/or myself in the death chamber. The jury narrowly convicted my father of
2nd degree murder … that case carried on, and into, the legendary genesis of THE FUGITIVE story. As our country
began to resume executions, the events and memories, and unresolved grief (PTSD), began to haunt me. I
cannot stand by as this exercise of immoral, inhuman official violence spreads as a corrosive stain on/in our
human world. I reject the license and science to kill by the state or anyone.
SAM REESE SHEPPARD, DEATH PENALTY ACTION ADVISORY BOARD
The death penalty is disgusting. There is no reason, no justification, that makes it OK to kill others. We know this,
I believe everyone knows this, deep down. It has become particularly apparent to me through my belief in Jesus,
a savior who was executed by the state. I believe Jesus feels love and compassion towards those who have
murdered others. As such I believe we ought to strive to see them similarly. It is not possible to love people while
working to kill them. That is why I stood up against the death penalty.
KELTON TUPPER

DC18 Trial Support Fund:

12 of these defendants will stand trial in DC Superior Court starting June 28, 2017. They intend to
prove to the Court that this action was lawful free speech in a public forum under the First
Amendment. Also, defendants will present evidence that nonviolent actions are necessary as a moral
imperative to save human lives by stopping executions, including the execution of Rick Gray in
Virginia on January 18, whose case was pending before the US Supreme Court at that time.
You can help support travel, logistical coordination, lodging, food and publicity-related costs
associated with the upcoming trial. Funds raised may also assist defendants in paying any fines, court
costs and other fees assessed by the Court, should they be convicted. This is NOT a legal support
fund and none of the funds raised will be used for legal fees or legal representation, which is being
otherwise provided.
Please chip in here: https://www.youcaring.com/DC18TrialSupport

On July 6, 2017, Virginia plans to execute William Morva who suffers from delusional disorder, a serious
disease that makes him believe in delusions, or “realities” that are not true. His crimes were motivated by
these delusions, which are beyond his control. Please join us in asking Governor Terry McAuliffe to
consider the evidence that jurors did not hear before they sentenced Will to death, and to stop Virginia
from executing a severely mentally ill man.

Unbeknownst to the jurors who sentenced him to
death, Will suffers from an illness called delusional
disorder, a form of psychosis which causes him to be
unable to distinguish objective reality from his
delusions. People with delusional disorder have
unshakeable, earnest beliefs in their delusions—
“realities” that are not true. Will’s crimes were
motivated by his delusions.
Friends and family members helplessly watched Will,
a gentle and caring young man, become increasingly
irrational and consumed by his delusions. He had
delusions about having special gifts and talents and
being called by a supernatural entity to save the world
or certain indigenous tribes. To prepare for his
mission, he spent periods living in the woods,
remaining barefoot even in the coldest winter weather
and claimed to survive on foraged food.
Will also had delusions which caused him to believe
he was being wrongly persecuted and singled out,
potentially to prevent him from fulfilling his mission.
These delusions along with his delusions about his
fragile physical health, were greatly exacerbated by the
conditions in the Montgomery County Jail where Will
was held for a year awaiting trial on attempted
robbery charges. The jail was overcrowded and lacked
adequate resources for mental health and medical
treatment. In these conditions, Will’s mental health
declined and he became increasingly terrified of dying.
Eventually, his delusions overpowered him and he
escaped custody after receiving medical treatment at a
nearby hospital. Will disarmed the deputy escorting
him and fatally shot Derrick McFarland, a hospital
security guard, as Will fled the hospital. The following
day, he shot and killed Cpl. Eric Sutphin who was

trying to apprehend him on the Huckleberry Trail, a
popular trail in Blacksburg, Virginia. Will was
captured in a thicket near the trail later that day, and
charged with capital murder.
After a superficial investigation, trial experts
incorrectly informed jurors that Will merely had “odd
beliefs” or different ways of seeing the world that
were part of his personality, and that he did not
experience delusions. In fact, Will had and has
delusional disorder, an acute disease akin to
schizophrenia. Just before his death sentence was
imposed, Will told the court he was renouncing his
“slave name,” and that his name was now “Nemo.”
He proclaimed that some day others like him would
“sweep over civilization.”
Most of the information jurors heard was incomplete
and inaccurate. A thorough post-trial investigation
conducted by new court-appointed counsel
uncovered a wealth of information about Will’s
behavior in the years leading up to the crimes.
Experts have determined that Will has delusional
disorder and has suffered for years from delusions.
He has never received treatment for his illness.
Governor McAuliffe has the power to consider this
evidence of Will’s severe mental illness that jurors did
not hear. Please join us in asking Governor McAuliffe
to commute William Morva’s death sentence to life in
prison without parole.
ü Sign Will’s change.org petition:
https://www.change.org/p/mercy-for-morva
ü Follow Mercy For Morva on Facebook and Twitter for
updates
ü Learn more: http://MercyForMorva.com

